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TechAbility o ADKIty

TechAbility exists to support Natspec and Karten Network members.

If the people you support need Assistive Technology assistance

during the Covid-19 crisis please get in touch.

techability@natspec.org.uk
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Download this PowerPoint

from Handouts

All links will be available on

https://www.techability.org.uk/

>Resources

>Aiding Learning from Home


https://www.techability.org.uk/

Natspec WCh
The voicé of I ty
The What?

What software and resources are available for learners while
they are at home?

Pal

eand the OHow?O

What might parents/carers need to know to make the use of
these resources effective?
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Electronic Communication (AAC)

If you use an electronic communication aid the best source of support for hardware and
software issues will be the company who makes it. Make sure parents/carers know which
company itis and what the device is called

A Smartbox (GridPads& Gridplayer & Grid for iPad) 1 https://thinksmartbox.com

A Liberator (Accent, Chat and Novachat) T https://liberator.co.uk

A Tobii Dynavox (Tobii devices) - https://www.tobiidynavox.com/

A Techcess (Tellus, Mobi, Allora) - https://www.techcess.co.uk/

A Abilia (Lightwriter) - hitps://www.abilia.com/

A Assistiveware (Proloquo2Go on iPad)i https://www.assistiveware.com/

A TherapyBox (Scene and Heard on iPad)- https://www.therapy -box.co.uk/

Most suppl i-ierés tcoandewiicads t o fi x probl ems.
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Electronic Communication (AAC) ke datlllLS

A AAC suppliers can advise on technical aspects and straightforward
editing e.g. adding another family member, food item etc.

A If content or pages in the language pack need to be edited

consult the 1 ndividual 0s Speech and
phone/email.

A Most AAC software has a way of editing the language pack
remotely

A Device must be connected to internet
A Much safer than other methods e.g. posting USB sticks
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Paper based communication ity

Boardmaker
Used for making visual guides and social stories. 30 Day free trial

of Boardmaker Online. https://goboardmaker.com/pages/software - B d k
of B OaraGmarer

83,000 printable or online activities to use from Boardmaker
community

SymWriter 2

Symbol supported word processor. To be used either by learners who
need reinforcement of symbols when typing. Or for creating resources.
21 Day free trial

https://www.widdgit.com/support/symwriter/trial.htm
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Paper Based Communication =l Aoty

A Give advice to parents/carers about appropriate use of symbols.

Some guidance here: https://www.widgit.com/about -
symbols/index.htm

and here: https://goboardmaker.com/blogs/recorded -
webinars/visual-strategies-with-boardmaker-online

A Not everyone has a colour printer! You may need to post
resources if colour is important to meaning.
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Online Software = 4

HelpKidzLearn

Engaging games and learning activities O S\
acceSSIbIe by tOUChscreen, SWitCh Or Early Years Games Stories Creative Find Out

mouse. Most also work on iPad1 look for
the IPad label on the game logos.
https://www.helpkidzlearn.com/

14 day free trial  then subscription is
£72 per year or £6.99 per month for
home users

Colleges can take out a Short Period
Subscription for £1 per user per week.
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Online Software (2)

SENict

Loads of free , engaging activities for
switch, mouse, touchscreen and eyegaze
https://www.lanbean.co.uk/senict -
members-resource-portal/

There Is also a subscription site which
now has a 30 day free trial -
https://www.senictsoftware.com/subscrib
el

0 SENict Resources

Accessible activities to use online
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Online Software (3)

TarHeel Reader

A collection of free, easy-to-read, and accessible books on a
wide range of topics. Each book can be speech enabled and
accessed using touch screens, mouse switches.

https://tarheelreader.orqg/

TarHeel Gameplay

Free, easyto-play, and accessible games. Each game is
speech enabled.

You can create your own games using videos from the huge
collection at YouTube. https://tarheelgameplay.org/
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Online Software (4)
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Choose It Maker 3
Create straightforward quiz style activities. ] Choose " '(Maksr3
Accessible by mouse, touch screen, switches andeyegaze

@ -~ 7 | how much is this? Name the coin
. . . .. . 1 — 1 can you tell how much the money is? . - Can you tell what each coin is called?
Free iPad or Android app to which activities can be sent. == < o <
Create activities on organisation account and forward code Shaps, Number and Colour | | SEEER | fest
to parents/carers who can use activity on tablet. Recogfien Actl B

? Pages < 1 Page <

The Royal Quiz Two

The Royal Quiz One

To create activities Home Access is £6.99per month. 2 B 8 mrmiese v ogsion |||l | et yiomisdgouth o avstor
week free trial. 10 s -

https://www.helpkidzlearn.com/cm3 -login
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Online Software

Parents/carers will need advice and support on

appropriate usage e.g. HKL has over 180 individual
activities which work for that person for access, learning

level..?
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Online Software

Switch Users

Switch Driver software will be needed to use online sites with switch and interface.

Free download from https://thinksmartbox.com/download -switch-driver-6/switch-
driver-download/

Ideally switch users should have their own switch and interface (switch box) but if they
donot :

A it dexterity is not an issue i use the space bar.
A Think how switch hardware could be lent out (providing user has own computer)

Encourage parents/carers to read The Switch Progression Guide to gain an
understanding of developing switch use.
https://www.ianbean.co.uk/ngfl/SwitchProgression.pdf
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Online Software

EyegazeUsers

Useful document for overview of usage and progression at early
levels (ignore the school pictures and language!)
http://www.inclusive.co.uk/Lib/Doc/catalogues/eye -gaze-in-the-
classroom2015-uk-interactive.pdf

Can be tricky to help with setup remotely however:

A Skype/facetime video use can help to identify positioning
Issues

A Contact supplier for advice and support
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Downloadable Software

A Grid 3. (PC only). Fairly complex piece of software, but has
many pre-made activities within it. Fully functional 60 day
free trial . Most activities can be accessed with mouse,
touchscreen or switches.
https://thinksmartbox.com/product/grid -3/

A Clicker 8 and DocsPlus . Literacy based activities, many
pre made or make your own. Clicker 8 and DocsPlusare
freely available for home use while the CoronaVirus
exclusions are in place. Colleges need to contactCricksoft to
get a code they can share with learners for a free installation. Alfend oo dhowe

A food chain shows |

https://www.cricksoft.com/uk/clicker/clicker -at-home — T oe T )
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. ~Jech
Downloadable Software =14 Adility

A Similar access for switch and eyegaze use BUT you do
not normally need extra software i Switch Driver i to
make switches work.

A Guidance will be required about appropriate activities
and levels of access.

A Activities can be created by tutors/support staff and
shared with learners.
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IPad and Android apps

Pictello . (iPad)

Great for making social stories, guided activities, instructions and
loads more. Will read out any text you put into pages. Really
simple to use but does cost £18.99
https://www.assistiveware.com/products/pictello

Our Story. (iPad)

Create social stories, guided activities, instructions etc. This app
Is free but you will need to record any speech output and it is a
little harder to use than Pictello.
https://apps.apple.com/gb/app/our -story/id436758256



https://www.assistiveware.com/products/pictello
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iPad and Android apps (2) en ity

Chopper Rescue Photo Booth
NEW NEW FREE

§ :

(" § [ Fesarore

Self Service Vending
Checkout Machine
NEW FREE NEW FREE

Inclusive Technology Apps (iPad and Android)

Wide range of apps at a basic access leveli many of the
apps are free. http://www.inclusive.co.uk/apps

Sensory App House (iPad and Chrome)

Loads of free apps aimed at sensory learners. Also can be
run i n Chrome Browser 1 f you dondot have an | Pa
https://www.sensoryapphouse.com/
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